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God has desired a plan of success for 
everyone who calls on the name of 
Jesus. What are we called to do? We 
are called to simply take that which we 
have received and freely give to oth-
ers. The Christian life really is simple. 
If we don’t have anything, we don’t 
have anything to give. But if the truth 
be told, we have the life of Christ 
dwelling within us. The bible says if 
any man be in Christ he is a new crea-

tion. With that being said, we certainly 
have something to give. The encour-
agement that I want to share with you 
is that this journey is not accom-
plished through human efforts. This 
work is done by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. In verse eight of our text, “ This 
book of the law shall not depart from 
your mouth, but you shall meditate in 
it day and night….” The power for us 
to be successful and courageous is in 

By Pastor Owen  Alston 

6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this 
people you shall divide as an inheritance 
the land which I swore to their fathers to 
give them. 7 Only be strong and very coura-
geous, that you may observe to do accord-
ing to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the 
right hand or to the left, that you 
may prosper wherever you go. 8 This Book 
of the Law shall not depart from your 
mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and 
night, that you may observe to do accord-
ing to all that is written in it. For then you 
will make your way prosperous, and then 
you will have good success. 9 Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and of good 
courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, 
for the Lord your God is with you wherever 
you go.”  
(Joshua 1:6-9) 
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the word of God. In Hebrews chapter 
four verse twelve teaches us that the 
power is in the word- “For the word of 
God is living and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of 
soul and spirit, and of joints and mar-
row, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” 

  

The power and perfection of the word 
is what allows us to prosper and have 
good success. Notice in verse nine of 
our text we are commanded to be 
strong and courageous and not to be 
afraid. As we develop a practice of the 
word, it will transform us from within. 
This is a process that takes time. The 
word of God works in the human heart 
the same way physical food works in 
the human body. Faith comes by hear-
ing the word of God. 

  

Being strong and courageous is an at-
titude. The power that’s in the word of 
God will allow for you to take on the 
same attitude that is in the word. The 

first change that you will experience 
will be the way that you begin to think. 
You begin to see yourself victorious. 
Your manner of speech will start to 
change. The last part of verse nine 
says – “… for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go”. Your confi-
dence should always be in the indwell-
ing power of the Holy Spirit. “Or do you 
not know that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 
you have from God, and you are not 
your own?” (I Corinthians 6:19) 

  

Being courageous is the attitude of all 
winners. Are you excited about your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and what 
He is doing in your life? If so, then I 
encourage you to reach out and en-
courage someone else that we can all 
labor together for the good of the king-
dom that the earth may be filled with 
the glory of God.   ''But as truly as I 
live, all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the Lord—“  (Numbers 14:21) 

  

Pastor 
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By: Janice Bright 

 

Before and After 
 

 It was the summer of 2003, when my 

daughter invited me to attend a 

Wednesday morning Bible study at her 

church. I went and the experience 

changed my life! I had never read the 

Bible before; I viewed it as a dusty old 

book written by men a long time ago. 

When the pastor opened the book and 

began teaching the text, I was in-

trigued and I wanted to know more. 

After just one visit, I was hooked. I 

came to Bible study and eventually 

church and in doing so I learned so 

much about God, faith, prayer, and the 

importance of reading the Bible. I 

joined the Harmony Ministries, USA 

church and I’m so glad I did. As the 

song goes, “I was lost, but now am 

found.” I’m a new creation in Christ. 

After nineteen years, I can say I am still 

learning and still growing in my spiritu-

al journey and my relationship with Je-

sus. Before Harmony, I had many mis-

conceptions about God and Christiani-

ty that are probably not uncommon 

today. I thought that in sharing these, I 

might help others.  

Before Harmony, I thought that God 

had a big book and was recording in it 

every bad thing I did. I knew I was a 

sinner but instead of trying to do 

something about it, I just kept living 

my life and hoping for the best. At Har-

mony, I learned that I could be set free 

from sin when I repented and accepted 

Jesus as my Lord and Savior. That’s all 

it took; a sincere declaration that I’m 

sorry for my sins; please forgive me; 

Lord, I receive you as my Savior. The 

relief that followed was immeasurable.  

I had always viewed God as looking 

sternly at me with His arms folded. I 

was convinced that He didn’t like me 

very much. At Harmony, I learned of 

God’s love for me. He loved me 

enough to send His Son to suffer and 
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die on a cross to pay for my sins (John 

3:16). He loves me so much, He prom-

ises to not only forgive my sins but 

forget them too (Isaiah 43:25). His 

love for me is as high as the sky 

(Psalm 103: 11). To receive His love, I 

only have to believe it. Before Harmo-

ny, I thought being a Christian meant 

obeying a lot of rules, the do’s and 

don’t’s, the Ten Commandments. 

Now I know there are only two com-

mandments: “Love the Lord, Your God 

with all your heart, soul, and mind 

and love your neighbor as yourself.”  

In doing this, I fulfill all the command-

ments ( Matthew 22:37-40).  

 God loves you. He is calling you. 

Don’t let your fears and doubts and 

wrong thinking keep you away from 

Him. “Come taste and see that the 

Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8). He’s 

waiting for you. 
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God uses the language of war.  He tells us 

to fight the good fight of faith. He tells us 

to put on the full armor of God because He 

knows that despite the victory we have in 

Christ, the enemy still wages war on the 

minds of the believers. This battle began in 

heaven. Lucifer was able to convince some 

of the angelic hosts to believe a lie. He did 

it in the garden with Adam and Eve and he 

continues to do it today. God makes it clear 

that it is spiritual warfare, and our weapons 

are not carnal or physical but mighty in 

God for breaking strongholds and every-

thing that causes confusion and distracts us 

from our purpose. The enemy does not 

have any new tricks. He attempted to exalt 

himself above God in heaven and Jesus 

said He saw him fall like lightning to the 

earth. The devil continues to wage war in 

the minds of believers here on earth by try-

ing to exalt his lies against the truth, but 

God instructs us to take every thought cap-

tive to the obedience of Christ. 

How do we take a thought captive? Captiv-

ity is the condition of being imprisoned or 

confined. To take a thought captive is to 

confine it, isolate and analyze it. If it does 

not align with the Word of God, then we 

should snatch it and cast it down before it 

takes root in our mind. These fiery darts of 

the enemy are intended to destroy our 

peace and steal our joy. Although to snatch 

it and cast it down is speaking figuratively, 

we have to be that aggressive in our battle 

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but 

mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting 

down arguments and every high thing that exalts it-

self against the knowledge of God, bringing every 

thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (II 

Corinthian 10:4, 5 NKJV). 

8 

 
 

Taking Thoughts Captive 
By Deborah Peniston 
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for peace which is why we are instructed to 

use His weapons of warfare by putting on 

the full armor of God. “Finally, my breth-

ren, be strong in the Lord and in the power 

of His might. Put on the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to stand against 

the wiles of the devil” (Ephesians 6:10,11). 

God is being very clear here: it is a battle 

against the wiles, that is, the devious or 

cunning schemes or strategies the devil us-

es to manipulate and persuade people to be-

lieve his lies. He will use anyone, even 

those closest to us, to say or do things to 

send us reeling, but remember, “we do not 

wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 

powers, against rulers of the darkness of 

this age, against spiritual hosts of wicked-

ness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 

6:12). 

God says we should take the “shield of 

faith with which you will be able to quench 

all the fiery darts of the wicked 

one” (Ephesians 6:16) because any time 

spent entertaining the lies of the enemy is 

wasted time. The Amplified Bible puts it 

this way, “Lift up over all the (covering) 

shield of saving faith, upon which you can 

quench all the flaming missiles of the wick-

ed (one).”  The Lord lets us know these 

fiery darts can be as strong as flaming mis-

siles, but we are to be prepared by lifting 

the shield of faith. This shield, character-

ized as a broad piece of metal, is part of our 

daily armor used to protect us from his at-

tacks. Our hearts are therefore protected 

and those darts or missiles will be extin-

guished before they come near our bodies. 

We should also “take on the helmet of    
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salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God” (Ephesians 

6:17) so if any dart or missile gets past 

the shield, the helmet of salvation pro-

tects our mind. The Holy Spirit lives in us 

and His sword will strike down every at-

tack of the enemy. We stay built up or for-

tified by reading or feeding on the word 

daily to keep our strength. 

“We are human, but we don’t wage war 

as humans do. We use God’s mighty 

weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock 

down the strongholds of human reasoning 

and to destroy false arguments” (II Corin-

thians 10:3, 4 NLT).  Sometimes we need 

to talk to ourselves, and even yell to make 

it clear that we are Christ’s. “That utter-

ance may be given to me, that I may open 

my mouth boldly to make known the 

mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 

ambassador in chains; that in it I may 

speak boldly, as I ought to 

speak” (Ephesians 6:19, 20 NKJV). I be-

lieve, so I speak. “No weapon that is 

formed against you will succeed; and eve-

ry tongue that rises against you in judg-

ment you will condemn. This (peace, 

righteousness, security, and triumph over 

opposition) is the heritage of the servants 

of the Lord, and this is their vindication 

from Me,” says the Lord (Isaiah 54:17 

AMP). Even Satan bows to Jesus! He can 

say what he wants, but he is a liar and a 

defeated foe. 

“Set your mind and keep focused habitu-

ally on the things above (the heavenly 

things), not on things that are on the earth 

(which have only temporal val-

ue)” (Colossians 3:2 AMP). We are    in-

structed to think on those things that are 

true, noble, pure, lovely, “whatever things 

are of good report, if there is anything 

praiseworthy–meditate on these 

things” (Philippians 4:8 NKJV). Keep 

control of your mind by taking thoughts 

captive and bringing them in obedience to 

the truth of Christ. 

10 
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We live in a world where not being married 

can make you sometimes feel left out, es-

pecially when you see couples who don’t 

seem to truly appreciate what 

a gift they have been given in a wonderful 

spouse to share life with. I have questioned 

the Holy Spirit at times about when my 

time will come or has it passed me by with-

out my knowing it. 

On January 5, 2012, I was given a Word of 

Knowledge by a fellow intercessor in re-

sponse to my praying for a husband. She 

told me the following, “The Lord has heard 

your prayer about a new husband and that 

He is preparing him for you as well as pre-

paring you for him.”  She then gave me 

Ephesians 5:25, which states “Husbands 

love their wives as Christ loves the church 

and gave Himself for her.”  I thought this 

was odd, but I received the Word and went 

before the Lord to confirm what I heard and 

received. He acknowledged it and told me 

to stand because it would come to pass. 

Well, it is now ten years later and I am still 

standing. It has been difficult at times, but I 

know that the Lord God, my Father is faith-

ful and He is not a man that He should lie. 

In response to my prayer, the Holy Spirit’s 

reply was the following: John 14:16

(AMPC), “And I will give you another Com-

forter, (Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Ad-

vocate, Strengthener, and Standby,) that He 

remain with you forever.”  The answer is 

not whether I have a human husband or 

By: Brenda Benjamin 

Fear not, for you shall not be ashamed; neither be confounded and  
depressed, for you shall not be put to shame. For you shall forget the 
shame of your youth, and you shall not (seriously) remember the  
reproach of your widowhood anymore. For your Maker is your Hus-
band- the Lord of Hosts is his name- and the Holy One of Israel is your  
Redeemer; the God of the whole earth He is called. Isaiah 54:4-5 

12 
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not, what is important is always putting 

God first in everything. When my relation-

ship with the Holy Spirit is my top priority 

and seeking God’s Kingdom first, every-

thing will be added to me. That was such 

an encouragement to me to know God 

has given me His best and I must em-

brace it whether I am married or not be-

cause I will never be alone. He is always 

with me, to talk to, laugh with, express 

my feelings to, and share my most inti-

mate secrets with and I know they will 

never be revealed to another person.  

When times of challenge come, He is al-

ways Standing by to listen, guide, instruct 

and direct me in the right direction. The 

Word of God says in Psalms 32:7(TLB), 

“You are my hiding place from every 

storm of life; You even keep me from get-

ting into trouble! You surround me with 

songs of victory.” Then in Psalms 32:8-9 

(TLB), it says “I will instruct you (says the 

Lord) and guide you along the best path-

way of your life; I will advise you and 

watch over your progress. Don’t be like a 

senseless horse or mule that has to have 

a bit in its mouth to keep in line!” 

The Holy Spirit like a faithful husband is 

always available for me to access His full 

attention at any time of day or night with 

His love, compassion, affection, counsel, 

comfort, or just the right Words in due 

season. I am so content with my Spiritual 

Husband that it doesn’t really matter to 

me if a human husband comes along or 

not. I looked up the definition of “content” 

13 



14 



15 

 

in the Webster Seventh New Collegiate Dic-

tionary and it said the following: free-

dom from care, worry, fear, anxiety, concern 

or discomfort; that sounds like the Word of 

God to me. 

The Lord has been faithful beyond what 

words can express. He has given me a life 

that is filled with love, joy, (gladness), peace, 

patience, (an even temper), forbearance, 

kindness, goodness, (benevolence), faithful-

ness, gentleness, (meekness, humility), self-

control, restraint, continence), according to 

Galatians 5:22-23 (AMPC). He has given me 

stability, steadfastness, and a greater under-

standing of who I am in Christ (Anointed 

One, and His Anointing). I am complete in 

Him, so I don’t have to wait on someone 

else to make me whole or complete. 

The Holy Spirit has revealed to me that dur-

ing these last ten years He has shown me 

what a healthy Christ centered marriage 

looks like. He has given wonderful friends, 

who are divine connections, who have been 

in covenant marriages for 65, 50, 45, 40, 35, 

30, 25, 20 years. I have witnessed 

these couples on a personal level, and they 

have consistently demonstrated the love of 

God to each other. They are Ephesians 4:32

(AMPC) “… useful and helpful, and kind to 

one another, tenderhearted, (compassionate, 

understanding, loving-hearted), forgiving 

one another (readily and freely) ….” That is 

what they practice every day, day in and day 

out! 

The Holy Spirit has given me a final Word to 

stand on, Hebrews 6:12 (AMPC), “In order 

that you may not grow disinterested and be-

come (spiritual) sluggards but imitators, be-

having as do these who through faith (by 

their leaning of the entire personality on God 

in Christ in absolute trust and confidence in 

His power, wisdom, and goodness) and by 

practice of patient endurance and waiting are 

(now) inheriting the promises.”  

I believe that the Spirit of the Living God is 

telling me to not lose heart and grow weary 

and faint in acting nobly and doing right, for 

in due time and at the appointed season I 

shall reap, if I do not loosen and relax my 

courage and faint! Galatians 6:9 (AMPC) It is 

all about trusting God and leaning totally on 

Him. If I can trust Him to select the clothes 

that I should wear every day. I surely can 

trust Him with my very life. Patience and 

faith are the power twins to inherit the pre-

cious covenant promises of God. 

So, in closing, I am extremely grateful and 

thankful for EL SHADDAI-My Almighty God, 

JEHOVAH JIREH-My Provider and Financer, 

JEHOVAH SHALOM-My Peace, JEHO-

VAH ROHI-My Shepherd, JEHOVAH RAPHA-

My Healer, JEHOVAH SHAMMAH-My Always 

Present God, JEHOVAH NISSI-My Banner, 

Victory, and Covering, JEHOVAH TSIDKENU-

My Righteousness, and JEHOVAH SABAOTH 

My Lord of Hosts, who will always protect 

me. 

There is no better HUSBAND, than the Fa-

ther, the Word and the Holy Spirit, and these 

three are One! 1 John 5:7(AMPC) 

 

Praise God Forever More! 

15 
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Unfortunately, due to centuries of 

artists’ renderings of the Holy Spirit as a 

bird, most people, including devout 

Christians do not really comprehend 

who and what the Holy Spirit is.  We 

know that Jesus told us that He was go-

ing to send us a helper, but how often do 

we forget that this helper is a person, 

not just a “power” or “force” and most 

certainly not a bird! “But when the [a]

Helper comes, whom I shall send to you 

from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 

proceeds from the Father, He will testify 

of Me” (John 15:26). 

It is easy for us to picture Jesus as a man. 

We have direct quotations of things that 

He Himself said while He walked the 

earth about 2,000 years ago.  We can 

glean from artists’ renderings that Jesus 

had manly features and each of us has 

some image in our mind of what He 

must look like.  We do not have a prob-

lem seeing the Son of God as a person 

because we have been taught that He is 

and will always be a Man and God, a the-

ological concept called the Hypostatic 

Union. 

Thanks in no small part to the paintings 

by Michelangelo on the Sistine Chapel in 

Rome, we can even have a mental image 

of God the Father in human form.  Most 

of us envision the Father as an elderly 

man with long white flowing hair and a 

matching beard.  There are countless 

paintings and images of what people 

have imagined the Father must look 

like.  Much of the reasoning for the im-

ages of God the Father are based on the 

verse from Genesis 1:26 where God says 

on the sixth day of creation, “Let us 

make man in Our image, according to 

Our likeness.”  The likeness that He 

The Holy Spirit Is 

 NOT A Bird! 
By Michael Clausen 
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speaks of in this verse is that we, like God 

are triune being; in our case, we are Spir-

it, Soul, and Body.  In the case of the Lord 

of all creation, Father, Son and Spirit. 

What we need to keep in mind when it 

comes to the Holy Spirit is He is a person, 

has personality, and has will.  The Holy 

Spirit is every bit the person we have no 

problem seeing in the Father and in the 

Son.  In the novel/film The Shack, the Ho-

ly Spirit finally is rendered as a person in 

the role portrayed beautifully by ac-

tress Sumire Matsubara.  While the pri-

mary tone of this story is one of pain, the 

underlying message is that God wants a 

relationship with us; all three parts of 

Him, each in their own personal way love 

us and want nothing but the best for 

us.  The Trinity does not want us to be in 

pain or lacking any good thing. 

During Praise and Worship, we sing 

songs to and about the Father and the 

Son. We praise and thank the Father and 

the Son, but how often do we praise the 

Holy Spirit or even thank Him for every-

thing He has done?  The fact is it is the 

Spirit who gets the work done.  God the 

Father thinks it, Jesus “the Word” speaks 

the command, but it is the Spirit who en-
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acts the manifesting of whatever blessing 

is coming our way. 

We owe Jesus our devotion, and our 

gratitude for everything He did for us in 

paying the price for our sins, but when 

you think about it, we owe the Spirit an 

awful lot too.  The Holy Spirit was the en-

acting power that brought Jesus back out 

of Hell and gave Him the power to rise on 

the third day.  It was the Spirit who did 

the action of all the healings that Jesus 

declared and the moving force in the res-

urrection of Lazarus.  The Holy Spirit is 

the mover and the shaker when it comes 

to the ideas that the Father has, the 

words that Jesus speaks.  It is the Holy 

Spirit who does the work. 

Each of us needs to spend some time in 

prayer and meditation on who the Holy 

Spirit actually is to us personally.  We 

need to think about and pray about who 

the Holy Spirit really is in the grand 

scheme of things.  We need to work on 

our thought life and prayer life and imbed 

in our hearts and minds the majesty of 

the Holy Spirit, giving him the full ability 

to work in our lives and minds.  We often 

block blessings because as it has often 

been said, God is a gentleman and will 

not force His will, or his blessings, on any-

one against their will.  When He created 

us, He gave us free will. It is up to us to 

allow God to work in our lives, for our 

benefit.  If we do not give the Holy Spirit 

the ability to work in our lives and in our 

best interest, how are we supposed to 

live our best, blessed, lives? 

Thank you, Holy Spirit, for all you have 

done for me and for my friends and fami-

ly.  Thank you for all the blessings you 

bring into my life and for all that you will 

do for me in the future.  Thank you for all 

the wonderful works you have done in 

this your creation.  I praise you because 

you also deserve to be praised and wor-

shiped and it is only right that I recognize 

you for being a person and not an ab-

stract thought or energy force flowing 

through all of creation.  Thank you, Holy 

Spirit, for forgiving my impertinence in 

not giving you all the credit and compre-

hension that should always be your just 

due. 
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DO YOU KNOW…? 

GOD LOVES YOU 

JESUS DIED FOR YOUR SINS 

YOU CAN RECEIVE JESUS NOW AND KNOW GOD’S LOVE 

The basis of the Prayer of Salvation comes from Romans 10:9-10, “If you 
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in your heart that 
God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.” 

However, I would like to direct you to Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by Grace are 
you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God; Not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” 

Grace is mentioned over 100 times in the Bible.  Grace is God’s unmerited 
favor and because of God’s grace, we receive eternal life and a promise of 
heaven.  Grace is necessary for salvation as we cannot do enough good 
works or make enough right choices to earn our salvation. The Bible teaches 
that we are justified by the grace of God (Romans 3:24; Titus 3:7). Justified 
means declared not guilty. When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, all 
charges against us are dropped and we are free from sin. When God for-
gives our sins, the record is wiped clean. It is as if we had never sinned.  

A preacher once explained grace with this acronym: 

God’s -  Riches -  At - Christ’s - Expense 

PRAY THIS PRAYER OUT LOUD: 

Heavenly Father, In Jesus’ name I repent of my sins and open my heart to let 
Jesus come inside of me.  Jesus, You are my Lord and Savior.  I believe you died 
for my sins and you were raised from the dead.  Fill me with your Holy Spirit.  
Thank you Father, for saving me in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

If you’ve prayed this prayer of salvation with true conviction, you are now a 
follower of Jesus.  

Welcome to the family of God! We encourage you now to find a local church 
where you can be baptized and grow in the knowledge of God through His 
Word, the Bible. 

 

Submitted By: Jacqueline Cuavers 
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We join the gym. We join clubs. We join 
store club memberships. We join reward 
club restaurants, club Med and the list goes 
on. Then we join the body of Christ. 
The BOC isn’t like those other clubs. By the 
way some people talk, you would think they 
were. How many believers actually fully un-
derstood what happened to them? We join 
Club Christ and get a variety of lies about 
what we are getting into. “Oh, your life will 
get better.” Instead, it got worse. They told 
me that God would return everything the 
devil stole. I cringed, and thought to myself 
he can keep it! 
Let’s face it, in the beginning of our mem-
bership (Lol), we understand and know very 
little of this club that is filled with many 
contradictions and beliefs. In Kyle Idleman’s 
book Not a Fan, he takes you on an incredi-
ble journey to show how little we know 
about great sports figures. For instance, 
if you met Lebron James and had a conver-
sation with him, you will be at a loss for 
words because you only know him by a lim-
ited pool of knowledge and secondhand in-
formation. Your knowledge of Lebron 

would be limited to “Google” knowledge. 
i.e. statistics, height, public quotations and 
comments he’s made through the years, 
and marital status.  Does this constitute you 
as an expert on everything Lebron? Abso-
lutely not! 
It's the same issue we have 
with Christ.  We say that we want to live in 
the overflow of Christ.  We mean well, our 
hearts are right, but we lack the discipline 
to study the Word and / or to believe what 
we are reading. 
The biggest step to living in the overflow of 
Christ, is a simple affirmation. Remember 
that SNL skit that Al Franken did in 
“Daily Affirmations'' with Stuart Smalley, 
where he sits in front of a mirror and tries 
to encourage himself? In some aspects 
that’s what we need to do, the only thing is 
that The Lord leads us in the affirmations 
we need.  
Our scripture verse 16 says “For  his Spirit 
joins with our spirit to affirm that we  are 
God’s children.” 
We see a double entry Spirit and spirit. So 
many times we are trained to think Holy 

Romans 8:16-17 (NLT) 
16 For His Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. 17 
And since we are His children, we are His heirs. In fact, together with Christ we 
are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must also share His 
suffering. 

By Steven Pereira 
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Spirit, but when we read further into 
the verse, we see he says,  “In fact, 
together with Christ we are heirs of 
God’s glory.” Paul is addressing a su-
pernatural union between God, Christ 
= Divinity (Spirit) and carnal (spirit) 
bankrupt flesh. 
Notice that God takes the initiative, 
“His spirit joins”.  This is a supernatu-
ral process, a powerful process.   The 
Lord is not looking for shallow rela-
tionships. He wants a joining. 
That word “join” means primarily 
“to glue or cement together,” then, 
generally, “to unite, to join firmly.” It 
is used in the passive voice signifying 
“to join oneself to, to be 
joined to''.  (Vine's Complete  

Expository Dictionary). 
Now we re-read the passage with our 
definition, “For his Spirit glues and 
cements and unites and joins firmly 
with our spirit to affirm that we are 
God’s children.” Any question or un-
certainty as to what God’s intention 
is has been blown out of the water! 
And it gets even better. God takes you 
out of the equation and makes the 
affirmation you needed to make for 
you. To AFFIRM means “intensive,” 
and “to confirm, make sure'',  de-
notes  “to assert strongly, affirm con-
fidently”. (Vines). 
This union with Christ, this intense 
joining, cementing together, is where 
you can live in the divine overflow of 
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you can live in the divine overflow of Christ. 
It is the Divinity (Christ) that is doing all the 
heavy lifting. Praise God! All of The Godhead 
is working on your behalf to join you into 
the family. 
Jesus sacrificed His own body and 
affirms you into the family of God based on 
His efforts and not your own, and we are 
transformed into heirs of God's Glory!! 
God’s plan is to catapult us into 
the glory realm of God. When we live our 
lives together with Christ, we are living un-

der the glory realm of Christ. I’m not talking 
about behavior modification. That’s what 
the world does with its networks of psychia-
trists and counselors. I’m talking about 
a spiritual transformation orchestrated 
by the Divinity of Christ. The only suffering 
that is involved in the process is NOT to let 
flesh get in the way and just trust and be-
lieve in the process. 
At the last men’s fellowship, Pastor shared a 
story about how he used to watch his mom 
can vegetables. He talked about how she 
was careful to make sure to fill those cans to 
the brim and how she would take a stick and 
slide it over the top of each jar. This was im-
portant in the sealing process. There could 
be no air in the jars; otherwise, the jars 
would not have an airtight seal and bacte-
ria would grow inside the jar and then it 
would have to be thrown out. This was the 
way Pastor’s mom trusted in the canning 
process; we need to trust in the processes of 
God. We have to trust Romans 8:16-17 
and allow it to be the stick that keeps us lev-
el headed in these turbulent days. Jesus 
is coming, let’s make Him proud! 
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BIBLE TRIVIA CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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Solution to Number 46 

My steps have held to Your paths my 

feet have not slipped  

(Psalm 17:5) NIV  

Doublepuzzle 6 solution 
 
LORD, MARCH, DOUBT, YEARN, PAWS, 
TEST, HEAT  
CAST THY BREAD UPON THE WA-
TERS  (Ecc.11:1) KJV  
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Write to Us 

Send Letters and comments about any  
article, include your name,  

address, and email to: 
Letters to the Editor 

“The Word Made Alive”  
MAGAZINE 

Contact us at: 
Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.  

401 Chestnut Street 

Lakehurst, NJ  08733 

Email: harmonyoffice@yahoo.com 

Or through our website: hmusa.org 

Selected letters may be edited  
for length and clarity.  

  
Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.  
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From: 

Harmony Ministries USA, Inc. 
401 Chestnut Street 

Lakehurst, NJ  08733 

Phone: 732-657-9660 
Fax: 732-657-4351 
Email: harmonyoffice@yahoo.com 
 

TO: 

 

          Weekly Service 

   Monday through Friday Early Morning Prayer & Devotion 6-7am 

   Saturday Morning Prayer & Devotion 8-9am 

   Wednesday Bible Class 10am 

   Thursday Evening Bible Class 7pm 

   Sunday Service 9am 

                                                  

                                     Youth Ministry Department_   

                                                     Special Programs To Be Announced! 


