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For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not
of works, lest anyone should boast. For
we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them”
(Ephesians 2:8-10).“
Having an understanding of grace for me
has been the one thing that has eliminated
all anxieties. When we really listen to Father’s instructions to us in reference to our
newfound relationship with Him, there is
no pressure at all. According to our study
text above, everything that is required of
us, Jesus has already done. God has rescued us through the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. The only thing we need to
do is receive what God has done. Notice
that God calls salvation a gift. There is never any work required to receive a gift. The
only work that accompanies a gift is to say

By Pastor Owen Alston

THANK YOU. The wonders of grace allow
God to freely give us salvation. This wonderful grace is a revelation. The human
mind cannot receive this grace. It must be
revealed by the Holy Spirit. This is seen in
Matthew 16:13-17:
“When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of
Man, am?”
So they said, “Some say John the Baptist,
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.”
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He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?” Simon Peter answered and
said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.” Jesus answered and said to
him, “Blessed are you, Simon BarJonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is
in heaven.”
We must be diligent in attending to the
word of God until we receive revelation.
If we are not careful in our thinking, we
will find ourselves attempting to do religious works to receive salvation. The
scriptures clearly tell us that it is not by
works, but by grace we are saved. This
is the great mystery of grace. In I Peter
1:10-13, he discusses the mystery on this
grace:

“Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who
prophesied of the grace that would
come to you, searching what, or what
manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who
was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of
Christ and the glories that would follow. To them it was revealed that, not to
themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have been
reported to you through those who have
preached the gospel to you by the Holy
Spirit sent from heaven—things
which angels desire to look into. Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be
sober, and rest your hope fully upon the
grace that is to be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ….”
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In Christ
I challenge you to take a good hard
look at this wonderful grace brought to
us through Jesus Christ. In John 14:6,
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” Most of us
have no problem believing that Jesus is
the only way to the Father. The problem we have is believing there are no
works required. Look with me if you
will at John 6:28,29 in the NLT: “They
replied, “We want to perform God’s
works, too. What should we
do?” Jesus told them, “This is the only
work God wants from you: Believe in
the one he has sent.”
The love that we have for our children
is a picture of God’s grace. Your child
does not need to do anything for you to
love and care for him. We are now children of God by covenant promise, and
that is His grace that goes beyond hu-

man understanding. “For this is the
covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says
the Lord: I will put My laws in their
mind and write them on their hearts;
and I will be their God, and they shall
be My people. None of them shall
teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, Know the Lord, for all shall
know Me, from the least of them to the
greatest of them. For I will be merciful
to their unrighteousness, and their
sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more” (Hebrews 8:10-12).
So, let us carefully consider this wonderful grace that has been brought to
us at the revelation of Jesus Christ and
walk in the blessing of His peace and
liberty.
Pastor
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What Do You
Bring?
By Deborah Peniston

Whenever I read this scripture, my mind drifts
to the chorus of We Three Kings, O Star of
wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty
bright, westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy Perfect Light. The author of
this Christmas hymn personifies the star accurately for this star signaled the birth of the
Messiah, Jesus the Christ...the King of kings
and Lord of lords, our Savior and Redeemer.
This star rose in worship in such a way that
these wise men, scholars of astrology, recognized that this star was not like any other.
God’s creation was honoring Jesus’ birth, His
advent into the world. This star worshiped the
Lord!

“Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his
heavenly hosts. Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you shining stars. Praise him,
you highest heavens and you waters above the
skies” (Psalm 148:2-4). We are even told that,
“For the earnest expectation of the creation
eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of
God” (Romans 8:19 NKJ). “The created
world itself can hardly wait for what’s coming
next. Everything in creation is being more or
less held back. God reins it in until both creation and all the creatures are ready and can be
released at the same moment into the glorious
times ahead. Meanwhile, the joyful anticipation deepens” (Romans 8:19-21 MSG).

Many times in scripture we are told how
God’s creation worships Him. “The heavens
declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim
the work of his hands” (Psalm 19:1 NIV.)
“All the earth bows down to you; they sing
praise to you, they sing the praises of your
name” (Psalm 66:4).

If creation is waiting with joyful anticipation
for the sons of God to be revealed, imagine
the jubilance of creation when Jesus was
about to make His advent into the earth.
It was this star’s reasonable worship to the
Lord. These wise men who studied the stars
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understood and embarked on a pilgrimage to
see our King and worship Him. This star gave
its best...shining brilliantly in the night sky
and these wise men brought their best. “When
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into
the house, they saw the young Child with

Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their
treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh” (Matthew 2:10-11
NKJ). What do you bring? Is it your best?
Salvation is free...worship is fitting.
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By: Janice Bright

Deacon Hugh F. Stewart, Jr. &
Deaconess Voncella Stewart
Deacon Hugh F. Stewart, Jr. has been with
Harmony from the beginning. He was part of
the group that began meeting in the basement of Pastor Owen Alston’s home in 1990,
when the church was incorporated . Along
with Deacon Joseph Green, now deceased,
he became a founding board member, a position he maintains. Hugh was the first deacon and his wife Voncella, the first deaconess.
When the church Harmony Ministries began
holding formal worship services in 1991, he
and Voncella were there. For thirty-one
years, Hugh and Voncella have been faithful
members of Harmony Ministries U.S.A., Incorporated.

Although he was born in Martinsville, Virginia, Hugh grew up in Toms River and graduated from Central Regional High School. After
high school, Hugh began working as an auto
mechanic, a job which he continues to this
day. As a young man, Hugh did not attend
church. He was a disc jockey in clubs and
house parties on the weekends, but he would
watch Pastor Fred Price on the “Ever Increasing Faith” program on television every Sunday. He admits, “Though I only attended
church on Christmas and Easter, the interest
was always there.” Life changed for Hugh
after he married Voncella. She grew up in the
church. Her grandfather was the founder of
8

the Community Baptist Church in Beckerville,
New Jersey which she attended. While they
were dating, Hugh would drop her off at the
church and pick her up after, but did not come
inside. After they were married on February
23, 1985, Hugh began attending church with
his wife. Three weeks later, he walked up to
the altar and gave his life to the Lord. He recalls,” I had an earlier experience with God. I
saw what was going on in the world. I saw people I knew going to church and that night they
would be in the bar drinking. I told Him that
was not what I wanted. I want to be married
when I get saved. I want something different.”

is his Bible. He also enjoys reading books
written about the Word by well- respected
ministers of the Gospel such as Kenneth
Copeland and Kenneth Hagin. He collects
book, tapes, and cds about the Word and his
office is filled with them. God gave Hugh the
idea of a Faith Resource Center for Harmony
Ministries. “I wanted a place where people
could get the faith resources they need.” Today, people can go to the Harmony Faith Resource Center for Bibles, cds of the service,
books, music and so much more.
Hugh is a man who loves the Word. Voncella
explains, “He’s into the Word. He can come
home after a ten hour day at work, eat his dinner and go right into the Word and stay there
until 11:30. I have to make him go to bed. He
stays in the Word. We don’t listen to music in
the car, we listen to the Word. No matter
where he goes, he’s hearing the Word. He can
take me to the store and he has the Word
plugged into his ear while he’s walking around

As a “new creation in Christ, Hugh noticed immediate changes in himself. “Before I got
saved, I cussed. After I got saved, He took that
immediately. I did not have to get rid of it. Before I did not like to read and He gave me a
love for reading.” Voncella adds, “He loves
books. He loves the Word. Collecting the Word
is his hobby.” Hugh’s primary reading material
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the store. The Word is always in him.” Hugh
adds,” I know that faith comes by hearing so
why wouldn’t I want to hear it again and
again?” Hugh is a giver and supports several
ministries. “I like to give. I like to see the Gospel go forth.”

is an important part of the Stewart marriage.
They have been married for 36 years.
“Through Kenneth Copeland I learned about
covenant. We are covenanted together I told
her. If you leave, be prepared for me to follow.
“ Hugh and Voncella have a daughter, Nickelle
and a granddaughter Tameka,17 and a grandson Larnie, 15.

As head of the Media Department, he supervises the making of cds of the Bible Studies and
Sunday services, and videos which are posted
on the Harmony app and YouTube. Although
he is upstairs managing the Media Department, on the first Sunday of the month, you
can find Hugh at the altar ready to serve Communion and on Wednesday morning, when
Pastor is away, he teaches Bible Study. Hugh
has been given the gift of teaching. “I may not
be called to the five fold ministry but the Word
(Romans 12:7) says let him who teaches, teach
so I teach. It is enough.” Hugh admits that he
has learned to trust the Lord when he is called
upon to teach. He recalls a time when “I had
no idea what to preach on, but as soon as I
stepped off the balcony, He gave me a message. In my teaching mode, I really learned
God’s faithfulness. He has never left me.” Faith

Deacon Hugh is dedicated to Pastor and to
Harmony. He enjoys his work in the media department andBythe Word. “To be truthful, I
don’t know where else I would go. There are a
lot of churches where there is so much religion
but not a lot of Word.” As for the future, Hugh
is confident that God has a plan for him. “I
know there is more to come. I know I’m not
through yet; there is something left. I’m
searching, looking to find it.” Hugh expects “to
continue to grow (in Christ) and follow wherever He leads me.” For Deacon Hugh F. Stewart, Jr. and Voncella, Harmony Ministries, USA
is the only place to be and we are so glad they
are here.
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Be Humble In Your Success,
Remember The Lord!
By: Pastor Steven Pereira
Deuteronomy 8:17-18 (NLT) 17 He did all this so you would never say to yourself, ‘I
have achieved this wealth with my own strength and energy.’18 Remember the LORD
your God. He is the one who gives you power to be successful, in order to fulfill the
covenant he confirmed to your ancestors with an oath.

During my daily devotional the above
scripture jumped out at me.

all the great things God had done for
them, in order to encourage them to
move forward in God's plan. Just like our
Pastor does every Thursday and Sunday.

In verse 18 of Deuteronomy chapter 8,
Moses says, "Remember the Lord your
God. He is the one who gives you power
to be successful."

You know that same Moses who stuttering, running away from God. The same
Moses who contended with God, ‘ I can’t
do this by myself, give me Aaron to help
speak for me.’ Yeah, the full of excuses
Moses. The Moses who was a faithless
Jew. Then God called him into one of the
greatest events in the Old Testament,
setting his people free from the tyranny of
the Egyptians! You see this theme over
and over again in the bible. It brings 1 Corinthians 1:27 to life…

Israel’s success was not attributed to their
fighting skills, it wasn't their army training, it wasn't because they were a great
nation, it had nothing to do with anything
they could do. It all has to do with living
humbly under the revelation that God
loves them and wanted the best for them!
And He wants the same for us! What an
awesome revelation!
I call Moses the first pastor, because he
always encouraged Israel to do the right
thing. He was always reminding them of

“Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those
who think they are wise. And he chose
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things that are powerless to shame those
who are powerful.”
Never tell God what he can and cannot
do with you, He’ll prove you wrong every
time. We must submit ourselves to the
leading of The Holy Spirit. Never lose
sight of how much He loves you and
wants the best for you! James 4:7 says,
“Submit yourselves therefore to God,”
and when we do we can, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you!” If you want
to get rid of satan in your life, then submission to the Word is key.

But here is what happens, we begin to do
the Word and everything is great for a
short while. Then we begin to take credit
for what God has done! I remember
when I started my business in March of
2000 our gross sales was a meager
$1800.00! So in spite of this small beginning we (my wife & I) decided to do
things God’s way. We would tithe on every payroll check. The next year our Gross
sales doubled! Every year we experience
big increase in sales. But then I got to
thinking it was me who was doing it.
What a mistake! I was holding back and
when I did, things weren’t moving forward like before. I lost sight or stopped
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remembering who was the real reason for our success.
Remembering what you've done and
the things that made your business
great or the victory great, is paramount. But we must always remember that it is our God who gives us
breath, knowledge, wisdom, and
strength, who deserves all the
acknowledgement!
REMEMBERING means: (New Living
Translation Study Bible Dictionary)
"to bring to mind or think of again;
to keep in mind for attention or consideration; to retain in the memory."
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REMEMBER a verb speaks of a course
of action and the noun usage of REMEMBERACE speaks of a person.
When we are faithful to do our part in
remembering (the verb) of who is responsible for all the great battles
we've won because of Him, and then
acknowledge that God (the noun) is
the reason for our good success, it
keeps us centered and balance and
stops pride dead in its tracks and we
remains humble.
So keep God in the forefront of your
success story and you will continue to
be a success in all you do!
Life is Good in Christ,
Pastor Steven
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By Yvonne Shaw
Christmas is when God gave the greatest
gift, the gift that no one can afford, no one
can earn, and no one but God can give, the
birth of His Son Jesus. It’s important that
we keep our focus during this Christmas
season. Keeping our minds on the reason
we celebrate Christmas to the forefront,
with the understanding that we celebrate
Jesus Christ who is the one and only reason for the season.
Thanks be to God for His indescribable
gift! (2 Corinthians 9:15)
Christmas decorations are beautiful with
amazing lights displayed in homes, malls,
on trees and are beautiful to view. Who
doesn’t enjoy receiving gifts right? Well,
the most important gift has already been
given to us. It’s the gift of salvation that
Jesus came to give us. In the natural when
we receive a gift our response is “thank

you”. We have been given the most precious gift offered in our lives that will
change our lives forever, the gift of salvation and all we have to do is accept it and
say “thank you!”
Jesus was born and died for our sins so
that we no longer have to live a life
of defeat and destruction. Receiving the
gift of salvation, gives us the opportunity
to restore our relationship with God and to
develop an intimate relationship with
Him. We now have the opportunity to live
a life of love, peace and joy and know that
God supplies all our needs. When we dedicate our lives to Christ, we are no longer
responsible for our lives for we trust in the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit who resides
within us and allows us to live a life
of righteousness, complete, lacking nothing and in right standing with God.
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Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is
within me, bless His holy name! Bless
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His
benefits: who forgives all your iniquities,
who heals all your diseases, who redeems
your life from destruction, who crowns you
with lovingkindness and tender mercies,
who satisfies your mouth with good things,
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. (Psalm 103:1-5)
Picture opening a beautiful gift wrapped in
a large bag full of tissue paper. You reach
in the bag and find a box that’s wrapped in

lots of tape which can be a challenge. You
finally unwrap the box and it’s not what
you are expecting, but you didn’t check the
entire bag. You are ready to put the bag in
the trash until the gift giver shouts “there’s
more. Check the bottom of the bag.” Excited, you reach back in and there’s the gift
you wanted. Take the same scenario and
picture the sacrifices that Christ made for
us to give us the gift of salvation and eternal life, but sometimes we don’t access all
the benefits given to us. Have you left
some parts of your gift of salvation laying
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at the bottom of the bag? Learn what blessings you might be missing!
God tells us to imitate Him, to be doers of His Word and His Word will provide all of the benefits we need. Salvation is God’s continuous gift to us, we just need to accept it. God made His
gift available to all, giving us free will to unite with Him. We have the option to receive this
wonderful gift of salvation and live eternally with Christ or to reject Him and live a life of eternal damnation.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. (John 3:16-17)
We receive salvation by faith, and we receive everything that comes with it by faith, as well. If
you’ve accepted your salvation but have left the other goodies in the gift bag—it’s time to
reach in and take them and give God the praise He deserves.
Wishing you and your families a
Merry Christmas!
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Closing Out 2021
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DO YOU KNOW…?
GOD LOVES YOU
JESUS DIED FOR YOUR SINS
YOU CAN RECEIVE JESUS NOW AND KNOW GOD’S LOVE
The basis of the Prayer of Salvation comes from Romans 10:9-10, “If you
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in your heart that
God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.”
However, I would like to direct you to Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by Grace are
you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God; Not
of works, lest any man should boast.”
Grace is mentioned over 100 times in the Bible. Grace is God’s unmerited
favor and because of God’s grace, we receive eternal life and a promise of
heaven. Grace is necessary for salvation as we cannot do enough good
works or make enough right choices to earn our salvation. The Bible teaches
that we are justified by the grace of God (Romans 3:24; Titus 3:7). Justified
means declared not guilty. When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, all
charges against us are dropped and we are free from sin. When God forgives our sins, the record is wiped clean. It is as if we had never sinned.
A preacher once explained grace with this acronym:

God’s - Riches - At - Christ’s - Expense
PRAY THIS PRAYER OUT LOUD:
Heavenly Father, In Jesus’ name I repent of my sins and open my heart to let
Jesus come inside of me. Jesus, You are my Lord and Savior. I believe you died
for my sins and you were raised from the dead. Fill me with your Holy Spirit.
Thank you Father, for saving me in Jesus’ name. Amen.
If you’ve prayed this prayer of salvation with true conviction, you are now a
follower of Jesus.
Welcome to the family of God! We encourage you now to find a local church
where you can be baptized and grow in the knowledge of God through His
Word, the Bible.
Submitted By: Jacqueline Cuavers
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What Are You Doing
With Your Salvation?
By: Brenda Benjamin

When God our Savior revealed His kindness and
love, He saved us, not because of the righteous
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He
washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and a
new life through the Holy Spirit. He generously
poured out His Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ
our Savior. Because of His grace, He made us
right in His sight and gave us confidence that we
will inherit eternal life. Titus 3:3-7 (NLT)
Recently Pastor Dennis Adams taught the congregation of Harmony Ministries on a Sunday morning about “Godzilla, the Power Within.” He was
teaching us about the new birth, the anointing, and
the power of the Holy Spirit within us, which is all
part of our Salvation through the covenant that is
sealed with the shed Blood of Jesus. As Pastor
Dennis was teaching, this thought came to me: you
have received your Salvation, but what are you
doing with it? How would I answer that question if
Jesus asked me?
Jesus died so that I could live an overcoming life,
by walking in the power and authority that He has
given me. I cannot love Jesus with all my
heart, obey His Word, love the people around me
and live a defeated inferior life. The two cannot co
-mingle or reside together. Living in Christ is a
life of victory and overcoming by looking from
mountain top to mountain top. The Word of God
states in 1John 4:4 (NLT), “But you belong to
God, my dear children. You have already won a
22

victory over those people because the Spirit who
lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in
the world.” All the answers, all the power, all the
anointing, all the victory is on the inside of us. We
should be inside minded at all times.
The Holy Spirit, who has been given to us, has all
wisdom, power, and truth. Jesus stated in John
14:16-17 (AMPC), “And I will ask the Father, and
He will give you another Comforter (Counselor,
Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, and
Standby) that He may remain with you forever.
The Spirit of Truth, Whom the world cannot receive (welcome, take to its heart, because it does
not see Him or know and recognize Him for, He
lives with you (constantly) and will be in you.”
I have listened to Pastor Dennis’ message many
times and every time I listen, I hear something I
had not heard before. One of the crucial points for
me was sitting in my seat of authority daily. The
Holy Spirit has revealed to me that He wants to
teach me how to live purposely, not by miracles
but by taking an “offensive position” against the
devil and his cohorts, by responding with God’s
Word, the name of Jesus and the Blood of Jesus in
every situation, circumstance, problem, or pressure. Jesus has said in Luke 10:19 (AMPC)
“Behold! I have given you authority and power to
trample upon serpents and scorpions, (and physical and mental strength and ability) over all the

power that the enemy (possesses); and nothing shall
in any way harm you.”
The Holy Spirit teaches that by taking an “offensive
position” consistently, I tell the enemy and his cohorts what they cannot do to me, my family, my
loved ones, friends, neighbors, church members, my
health, my finances, or God’s plan for my life by
speaking God’s Word, in the Name of Jesus and the
Blood of Jesus. Philippians 2:9-10 (AMPC) states,
“therefore (because He stooped so low) God has
highly exalted Him and has freely bestowed on Him
the name that is above every name. that in (at) the
name of Jesus every knee should (must) bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth.” Also, in
Matthew 16:19 (AMPC) Jesus states, “I will give you
the keys of the Kingdom of heaven; and whatever
you bind (declare to be improper and unlawful) on
earth must be what is already bound in heaven; and
whatever you declare lawful on earth must be what is
already loosed in heaven.” We are not to run from the
adversary but to speak in power and authority as David did against the giant Goliath, by yielding the
powerful sword of the Spirit, God’s Word.

what Jesus has given us through His death, burial and
resurrection. The world is clamoring for answers to
situations, problems, and circumstances that only Jesus can give. He is the only answer. It is our responsibility as followers of and believers in the Lord Jesus Christ to give Him to those that we encounter
every day. Jesus states in John 15:12 (AMPC), “This
is My Commandment: that you love one another
(Just) as I have loved you.” There is no greater
love than to share the love of Jesus by asking others
if they are willing to receive Jesus as their Lord and
Savior. We have entered a time of great celebration
of the birth of Jesus Christ, as we worship, praise,
and honor Him for being the ultimate Gift for all
mankind and share this gift with friends, family,
strangers, neighbors and loved ones! May the Angels
rejoice in heaven because of all the new names that
will be written in the Lamb’s Book of Life because
we have shared our gift of salvation with others.
The question is: WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH
YOUR SALVATION?
The answer is: ASKING OTHERS TO RECEIVE
JESUS, BECAUSE HE IS THE ONLY ANSWER!

There are so many who need to hear and experience
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Solution to Number 44
Grace be to you and peace from God
our Father
(2 Cor. 1:2) KJV

Doublepuzzle 4 solution
BEAST, DREAM, EYES, GOLD,
HERON, TORCH, LAMB
BLESSED BE THE LORD MY
STRENGTH (Ps. 144:1)
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Write to Us
Send Letters and comments about any
article, include your name,
address, and email to:
Letters to the Editor
“The Word Made Alive”
MAGAZINE
Contact us at:

Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.
401 Chestnut Street
Lakehurst, NJ 08733
Email: harmonyoffice@yahoo.com
Or through our website: hmusa.org

Selected letters may be edited
for length and clarity.

Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.
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From:

Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.
401 Chestnut Street
Lakehurst, NJ 08733
Phone: 732-657-9660
Fax: 732-657-4351
Email: harmonyoffice@yahoo.com

TO:

Weekly Service
Monday through Friday Early Morning Prayer & Devotion 6-7am
Saturday Morning Prayer & Devotion 8-9am
Wednesday Bible Class 10am
Thursday Evening Bible Class 7pm
Sunday Service 9am
Youth Ministry Department_
Special Programs To Be Announced!
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