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By Pastor Owen Alston
“7“Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy
of this book.”12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to
give to every one according to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” 16 I Jesus, have sent My angel to
testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the offspring of
David, the Bright and Morning Star.”20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely
I am coming quickly.
” (Revelation 22:7,12,13, 16,20)
This is without a doubt the defining hour of
our journey. When we consider the urgency
in the final words of Jesus to the Church, we
can not help but know the value of the time
that we are in.
We are approaching the thirty year mark of
our ministry here at Harmony Church. It has
been our goal to hold up the bloodstained
banner of Jesus Christ without compromise
from the very beginning. Because of this
commitment, God has been extremely gracious in allowing us to have attained such a
landmark. When I consider the final words of
Jesus to the church as found in the book of
Revelation, I am more determined to lock in
on the calling that He has given us. According to God’s word, I am in Christ, (“if anyone
is in Christ, he is a new creation”) if this is
true, and it is, then when I hear the urgent

plea in Jesus’ final words to the church,
“behold I am coming quickly”- I am compelled to fulfill my purpose and calling. In
these final words of Jesus as outlined in the
above text, we see a display of love and concern for the world that should cause us to
totally commit to whatever ministry we have
been called to. “For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life”. This is why there is such a
passion in these final words of Jesus to the
church. God says in His word that He is not
willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9).
This very love with which God has loved us,
He has poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5). Therefore, the same
3
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passion that is displayed in these words of Jesus should be in us also.
This great commandment of love must be received by us, if we are to fulfill the calling that
God has given us. Love is not an option. It is a
mandate. “A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another; as I have loved
you, that you also love one another.” (John
13:34). And again, He says in Galatians 5:14,

“Stop looking at what
you see people do, and
just love them where they are”.
“For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in
this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” I am totally persuaded that the key to
the fulfillment of our calling is determined by
the choice we make in receiving the love commandment. If we are to develop in the passion that we see demonstrated in the words of
Jesus, we must without a doubt receive His
love. Most of the distractions that we encounter are designed by the adversary to separate
4

us from the love commandment. Once that is
accomplished, you will not fulfill your calling.
God taught me how to love people by teaching
me to stop finding fault with them.
The passion that God has developed in me is
the result of my love for people. I don’t want
to see anyone lost, so the result of that is that
I do everything that I can to point everyone to
Jesus. I am 73 years old and I love people
more today than I ever have. Don’t stop reading at John 3:16, read verse 17, “For God did
not send His Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world through Him
might be saved.” Stop looking at what you see
people do and just love them where they are.
You are not responsible for what people are
doing. Your responsibility is to love them and
do what ever you can to point them to Jesus.
I encourage you to read and meditate on
these final words of Jesus to the church, and I
am certain there will be a greater passion in
you to fulfill your calling. “Who has saved us
and called us with a holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ
Jesus before time began” (II Timothy 1:9).
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By Jan Bright

Stephanie Clarington
Stephanie Clarington is a true Jersey girl, born
in Newark, New Jersey to Lloyd and Carrie
Turner. She has an older sister, Darlene and a
younger sister, Karen. The family later moved
to Hackensack and then to Ocean County,
New Jersey. She was very close to her father,
Lloyd a long distance truck driver who nonetheless made sure he took shorter routes
while the girls were small so he could be home
every night. While mom Carrie took care of
the girls, did the cooking and cleaning, Stephanie says of her father, “He was the one who
played with us and helped with our homework. He seemed to know everything. He
could always answer your questions. He could
always fix whatever you needed fixed. He was
always there for us. One of my fondest childhood memories was my father tucking us in at
night and reading us a story. When he passed
three years ago, it left a huge void in my life.”
After graduating from Central Regional High
School, Stephanie went to college for two
years in Miami where she majored in the fashion industry. She returned to New Jersey completed her degree in business at New Jersey
City University and later got a teaching license.
She taught both elementary school and high
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school classes but after four years realized
“It’s not for me.” She began working in the
mortgage industry which allowed her to work
from home. After twenty years, she recently
walked away from that career in order to start
a new career in real estate. “I believe I got the
courage to do that from attending Harmony,
listening to the Word, praying to God about it
and taking a leap of faith believing everything
would work out okay and so far it has.” While
she liked her other jobs and earned good
money, she was not actually satisfied. For six
years working at home, she had no interaction
with people. “Going to church on Sunday,
hearing Pastor talk about loving people, walking in love, we’re living epistles, I was not interacting with people. I would sit in my house
all day long. It was really starting to get to me.
This is not good. Now I’m out and about. I talk
to people and I am truly enjoying it. I can actually say I love what I do”
Stephanie first visited Harmony in 2010 when
attending a funeral. Her first reaction was
“Wow! Where has this place been all my life?”
She felt the need to come back for a Sunday
service because “It felt like home.” She loves
the way Pastor Alston preaches. “It’s so basic.

You can’t say you don’t understand. He
makes it so clear and it applies to everyday
life. Being a Christian isn’t hard. Accept
Christ and walk in love.” Her parents took
her to church and she has attended many
churches as an adult, but Harmony is different. “I learned more there in nine years
than I did in my whole life.” One of the
things she learned is to watch what she
says. “Life and death are in the power of
the tongue. Pastor has made us so aware of
that. I speak life always. When I hear people
say negative things like “my feet are killing
me” or any of those negative clichés, I tell
them don’t say that., Words are powerful.”
Her favorite scripture is “I can do all things
through
Christ
who
strengthens
me” (Philippians 4:13). “That’s my motto. I
can’t think of anything I’ve set out to accomplish that has not come to pass thanks
to prayer, faith, and my belief in that scripture.”
At Harmony, you can find Stephanie volunteering in the Faith Resource Center. Her
husband Elizer is an usher and helps with
managing traffic and parking. They met
while in college in Florida and married on
September 1, 2001. Stephanie describes
her husband as “a gentle giant.” She was
attracted to his calm, easy demeanor. “He’s
very supportive and loving. I’ve never seen
him have a bad day.” Her daughter Victoria
is a junior at Southern Regional High School
and is a member of the swim team. She has
two stepdaughters in Florida. Looking at the
future, Stephanie would like to live a long,
healthy, prosperous life so she can give
back to others. As for Harmony Church,
Stephanie says, “I’m glad I landed here.”
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Casting Your Cares By Resisting Fear
Casting the whole of your care (all anxieties, all your worries, all your
concerns, once and for all on Him, for He cares for you affectionately
and cares about you watchfully! (1Peter 5:7AMPC)
Brenda Benjamin
Jesus is our Caretaker. He takes our cares as
we commit them to Him.
The phrase “Fear Not” is used seventy- two
times in the Old Testament and twenty- three
times in the New Testament. Fear is the polar
opposite of faith. You cannot be in fear and
faith at the same time. The two spirits cannot
occupy the same space. “Fear Not” is not a
suggestion, but a powerful command from
God.
The word worry is included with the word
care. All worry, all care is fear based. Worry is
a sin, because Jesus said. “Don’t do it.” We are
to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of
God, and He will exalt us in due time, because
the adversary, the devil, is seeking who he can
devour (1Peter 5:5-9) AMPC.

resist everything that Jesus bore on the cross
for us. We are to resist sin, poverty, sickness,
and disease, every part of the whole curse.
Jesus taught that the Word of God is a seed
that must be sown in the fertile ground of our
hearts and tended to in order to produce a
harvest. As we sow the Word, through reading, meditating, listening, speaking and hearing it, the devil comes immediately to take it
away according to Mark 4:15-19. The devil is
after the Word, because without it we are
powerless. He comes only to steal, kill, and destroy (John10:10).

The devil can’t devour you unless you open the
door of doubt and unbelief.

Faith comes by hearing the Word of God
(Romans 10:17). NO WORD, NO FAITH, NO
VICTORY! If the devil can steal the Word from
you, he has the rest of your life and the plan
that God predestined before the foundation of
the world.

The word translated care means anxiety, distress, uneasiness of mind, caused by fear.
Worrying is to torment oneself with cares,
anxieties, and concerns. They come from the
same spirit. The spirit of satan himself!

Jesus taught that the Word is choked by cares,
anxieties, distress, uneasiness of mind caused
by fear of danger or misfortune of this world,
the deceitfulness of riches and the lust
(pressure) of other things.

According to 1 Peter 5:10, “The God of all
grace, after you have suffered, will perfect, establish, strengthen and settle you.” Suffering
in this passage means “resisting”; we are to

If you are worried, the power of God will not
work through you as it should. Self induced
worry and stress are the cause of ninety-eight
percent of all chronic diseases. Jesus has given
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you authority over fear and all the works of
the devil and his forces. “Behold, I give you the
authority to trample on serpents and scorpions
and over all the power of the enemy and nothing shall by any means hurt you ”(Luke 10:19
NKJV).
Jesus our Prince of Peace, who gives peace,
said in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you. My
peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I
give to you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.” You will never be able
to attain peace from any other source but Jesus.
Jesus is our perfect example of love. There is
no fear in love. Mature love casts out all fear
(John 4:18)
Faith works by love; fear works by worry
(Galatians 5:6). Fear has torment and distress;
he who fears is not mature in love.
God has given us the authority to get rid of all
fear, so don’t ask Him to deliver you from it,
because He has already put that responsibility
in your hands through His Word!

Faith works by love, and grace works by faith.
God gives grace to the humble, so cast every
care, worry, anxiety, concern once and for all
on Him and leave it there because He is faithful
to His Word and He will exalt you in every situation in due time. HUMBLE YOURSELF,TRUST
HIM AND RECEIVE THE VICTORY!!
If you are ready to commit to God the fear in
your life, here is your start.
Pray this prayer to defeat fear in your life:
Father, in the Name of Jesus, I accept Your
peace. I will not let my heart be troubled. I reject fear in every form. I will trust your love,
and I will cast my cares on You! Thank you for
Your love and faithfulness. In Jesus’ Name.
Amen
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by Deborah Peniston

“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal

life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of
many witnesses.” I Timothy 6:12 NKJ
Believers have been called to fight. The Bible is
clear that we have to be self-controlled and alert.
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour” (I Peter 5:8). Yet, we do
this knowing we are victorious because of the finished work of Jesus Christ. “The thief does not
come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I
have come that they may have life, and that they
may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).
“For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life” (John
3:16).
Too often believers are caught off guard by the
deceptions of the enemy. Salvation is defined as
the deliverance from sin and its consequences for
Christians who have accepted Jesus Christ and
have faith in Him as their Lord and Savior, but
Christians must practice their faith. James 2 tells
us that faith without works is dead. “Therefore,
my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in
10

my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God who works in you both to
will and to do for His good pleasure” (Philippians
2:12-13). He has given us everything we need to
be victorious, but we must lay hold on eternal
life. That means there is action on our part… we
must keep His word, we must study to show ourselves approved (II Timothy 2:15), we must endure hardship as a good soldier (II Timothy 2:3),
we must be strong in the Lord (Ephesians 6:10),
and we must put on the whole armor of God
(Ephesians 6:11).
He warns us that we will have to “stand against
the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle
against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness
in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:11b-12). It
is a spiritual war, and even though our spirit is
willing, our flesh is weak (Matthew 26:41).
However, “the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal but mighty in God for pulling down
strongholds, casting down arguments and every
high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge
of God, bringing every thought into captivity to
the obedience of Christ.” (II Corinthians 10:4-5).

Remember, “it is God who works in you both to
will and to do for His good pleasure (Philippians
2:13). Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will
keep my word; and My Father will love Him,
and We will come to Him and make Our home
with him” (John 14:23). When He said He will
never leave or forsake us, He meant it. He is always there, always speaking, always encouraging, always chastising, always loving, and when
He says fight, we fight!
“Therefore put on God’s complete armor, that
you may be able to resist and stand your ground
on the evil day [of danger], and, having done all
[the crisis demands], to stand [firmly in your
place]. Stand therefore [hold your ground], having tightened the belt of truth around your loins
and having put on the breastplate of integrity and
of moral rectitude and right standing with God,
and having shod your feet in preparation [to face
the enemy with the firm-footed stability, the
promptness, and the readiness produced by the
good news] of the Gospel of peace. Lift up over
all the [covering] shield of saving faith, upon
which you can quench all the flaming missiles of

the wicked [one]. And take the helmet of salvation and the sword that the Spirit wields, which
is the Word of God.” (Ephesians 6: 13-17 AMP)
Prepare yourself like a good soldier for the fight,
“praying always with all prayer and supplication
in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all
perseverance and supplication for all the
saints” (Ephesians 6:18 NKJ). You must also
keep the good confession of faith knowing the
greater one lives in you, that no weapon formed
against you will prosper, and that you will live
the abundant life that Jesus came to give you because you are in God’s full armor.

Then when your time is at hand, you can say, “I
have fought the good fight, I have finished my
race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that
Day.” (II Timothy 2:7-8b)
This is your fight…fight the fight of faith like a
good soldier.
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WINNING WITH JESUS
By Cindy T. Brown

the earth, so are my ways higher than
your
ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts…” (Isaiah 55:8-9). Believe it!
The fact that God chose me humbles me,
and makes me appreciative. I wish everyone
could know Jesus, and have the same desire
as I have to be close to Him because that
would solve every problem people wrestle
with -- strife, jealousy, hatred, low selfesteem, lack, greed, immorality, lust, sickness – all of it would be gone, and it would
truly be Heaven on earth. Christians must
hold fast to the knowledge that our God is
the Creator of all things, and be chastened
by His awesomeness.

is real and He speaks directly to my spirit. I
know He is real because He hears my voice
and He answers my prayers. I know He is
real because He comforts me, and He heals
me. I know He is real because He provides
for me, and He protects me. Jesus literally
does all these things for me, and although I
cannot see Him, and I cannot hear His audible voice, Jesus is tangible to me.

God has literally plucked me out of harms
way on several occasions during my life and
because of those times my confidence and
trust in His care has grown immeasurably.
As a child and young adult, the Holy Spirit
kept me from straying from my righteous calling and God has literally kept me in the palm
of His hand for all of my life. Even now, as I
continue to heed His voice I grow closer to
God. His voice resonates within me and directs my path. I recognize my blessings, and
I am appreciative and thankful for them, especially because I realize that not everyone
has a heart for God and will not know the
blessings of being in His kingdom.

I feel sad for people who think the Word of
God is merely one opinion among many, and
for those who are closed off, and cannot
hear God, or see Him being active in their
lives because they are unwittingly playing
right into Satan’s hands. The enemy particularly wants to lure Christians away from God
and deceive them into thinking that their own
sentiments or ideas could possibly be greater than God’s ideas. The Word of God says,
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,” declares
the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than

Although we do not see God, or hear His audible voice, God is very real and very present
at all times. I don’t think that any Christian
would deny a direct request from God if they
truly believed that He is right now more real
12

than anything physical that we can see or
hear. However, the only way to attain that
depth of understanding is to step out on
faith, and believe His word -- just say “yes”
to the righteous lifestyle that He has called
us to live, regardless of our own opinions.
Christians often make excuses for not fully
embracing the things Jesus has asked of
us. For one thing, Jesus told us that we
must love Him above all else, and secondly to love our neighbors as ourselves; yet
even Jesus-loving Christians sometimes
try to find loopholes in these commandments so that they can do things their way
instead of God’s way and they allow distractions to keep them from the Bible.
I have found that the way to fall in love with
Jesus and to trust Him is to get to know
Him. Make a habit of making time for Jesus every day and you’ll soon find that you
have more peace and joy as you carry out
the other things on your busy agenda each
day and your load will feel lighter because
you’ll soon realize that none of it matters
anyway, except for Jesus. Jesus truly is
Jehovah Jireh, our Provider, and nothing

under the sun is more important than finding out about Him and growing closer to
Him. Wise Solomon told us that he tried
everything there is to try and possessed
everything that there is to possess and
through all of it he found that the only thing
that satisfies is Jesus. The Lord told Martha directly that all that is necessary is to
seek His presence, and He said that when
we put Him first, all things will be added to
us. For me, “having all things added to
me” includes the realization that this life is
temporary, and therefore despite what it
may look like at any given moment in this
temporary world, I can have every confidence and assurance that everything will
ultimately be all right. My eye is on the
prize, and my goal is to be eternally worshipping God in Heaven, and that is the
key to having the satisfaction and rest that
we all seek. When we say ‘yes’ to Jesus,
we will fulfill the calling that He has given
to us and for which we were designed by
Him to do. Since God has the ultimate
plan for our lives, and works everything out
for our good, we can only win when we
trust in Him.
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DO YOU KNOW…?
GOD LOVES YOU
JESUS DIED FOR YOUR SINS
YOU CAN RECEIVE JESUS NOW AND KNOW GOD’S LOVE
The basis of the Prayer of Salvation comes from Romans 10:9-10, “If you
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in your heart that
God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.”
However, I would like to direct you to Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by Grace are
you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God;
Not of works, lest any man should boast.”
Grace is mentioned over 100 times in the Bible. Grace is God’s unmerited
favor and because of God’s grace, we receive eternal life and a promise of
heaven. Grace is necessary for salvation as we cannot do enough good
works or make enough right choices to earn our salvation. The Bible teaches that we are justified by the grace of God (Romans 3:24; Titus 3:7). Justified means declared not guilty. When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, all charges against us are dropped and we are free from sin. When God
forgives our sins, the record is wiped clean. It is as if we had never sinned.
A preacher once explained grace with this acronym:

God’s - Riches - At - Christ’s - Expense
PRAY THIS PRAYER OUT LOUD:
Heavenly Father, In Jesus’ name I repent of my sins and open my heart to let
Jesus come inside of me. Jesus, You are my Lord and Savior. I believe you died
for my sins and you were raised from the dead. Fill me with your Holy Spirit.
Thank you Father, for saving me in Jesus’ name. Amen.

If you’ve prayed this prayer of salvation with true conviction, you are now a
follower of Jesus.
Welcome to the family of God! We encourage you now to find a local church
where you can be baptized and grow in the knowledge of God through His
Word, the Bible.
By: Jacqueline Cuavers
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LACK NO GOOD THING
It’s easy to think, “If I had more money, I could accomplish my dreams. If I had this or that, or
knew the right people, then I could do something great.” But as long as you feel like you’re
lacking or that you were shortchanged, then you’ll make excuses to be less than your best.”
Today, get a new perspective. God has given you exactly what you need for the season that
you’re in. You have the talent, the friends, the connections, the resources, the experience
you need for right now. It doesn’t mean that’s all you’re ever going to have. You may need
more next month or next year. When that time comes, God will make sure that you have
what you need. Because your trust is in the Lord, you don’t have to worry. You lack no good
thing.
Remember, you are equipped, empowered and anointed for this moment. You are not lacking. You have what it takes. Rejoice because increase is coming. Promotion is coming. New
opportunities are coming. You are ready for whatever may come because you put your faith
and trust in Him.
Joel Osteen
15
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BIBLE QUIZ
How many books are there in the whole Bible?
How many books are there in the Old Testament?
How many books are there in the New Testament?
In which Testament would you look for the Sermon on the Mount?
In which Testament would you look for the story of Jonah and the
great fish?
6. How many of the New Testament books are called the Gospels?
7. In what book of the Bible would you read about Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego?
8. What is the first book in the Bible?
9. What is the last book in the Bible?
10. If you opened the Bible in the middle, what book would you find?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Who was Jesus
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Prayer
a
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Dearest Friends and Partners,
We are delighted to announce preparations for our 30th Anniversary!
This will include a week of Celebration which will be , April 20-23, Friday the 24th will be a

formal banquet at the Sheraton, Eatontown, NJ (Details to follow) and on April 26th
we will embark on a 7 Day Bermuda Cruise. Below please see details about the cruise and we
hope you will join us for this happy time of celebration.

Book your

Harmony Ministries
30th Anniversary Cruise
7 Day Bermuda from New York
Sunday April 26 – Sunday May 3
Ship – Norwegian Encore (Brand New Ship)
Cruise Ports
Day 1 -New York, New York (Embark)
Day 2 – At Sea
Day 3 – At Sea
Day 4 – Royal Naval Dockyard, Bermuda
Day 5 – Royal Naval Dockyard, Bermuda
Day 6 – Royal Naval Dockyard, Bermuda
Day 7 – At Sea
Day 8 - New York, New York (Disembark)

Arrive

Depart
4:00pm
8:00am
Overnight

3:00pm

7:00am

Deposit $50.00 per person
Reservations and Payments can be made at:
Travel Plaza—Owner , Sandy 2108 Rt 70 Second Floor, Manchester, NJ 732 657-7700
Further information – Brenda Carter 732 597-8177
20 20
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Norwegian Encore Entertainment

Norwegian Encore Activities
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Who was Jesus

BIBLE QUIZ
How Many Do You Know?

1. Sixty-six
2. Thirty-nine
3. Twenty-seven
4. New Testament
5. Old Testament
6. Four - Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
7. Daniel
8. Genesis
9. Revelation
10. Psalms

1. Nazareth
2. Jeremiah
3. Stephen
4. At the brook Cherith
5. Adam and Eve
6. Enoch and Elijah
7. Esther
8. Jesus
9. Lot's wife
10. The Word of God
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Write to Us
Send Letters and comments about any
article, include your name,
address, and email to:
Letters to the Editor
“The Word Made Alive”
MAGAZINE
Contact us at:

Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.
401 Chestnut Street
Lakehurst, NJ 08733
Email: harmonyoffice@yahoo.com
Or through our website: hmusa.org

Selected letters may be edited
for length and clarity.

Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.
23

From:

Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.
401 Chestnut Street
Lakehurst, NJ 08733
Phone: 732-657-9660
Fax: 732-657-4351
Email: harmonyoffice@yahoo.com

TO:

Weekly Service
Monday through Friday Early Morning Prayer & Devotion 6-7am
Saturday Morning Prayer & Devotion 8-9am
Wednesday Bible Class 10am
Thursday Evening Bible Class 7pm
Sunday Service 9am
Youth Ministry Department_
Special Programs To Be Announced!
24

