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Learn to

LIVE

Pastor Owen L. Alston

O

“ n the last day, that great day of the feast,
Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out
of his heart will flow rivers of living water”(John 7:37-38).
In this text, we see in Jesus a demonstration
of the passion that He has for life, not so
much for himself but for us. Jesus thoroughly
understands His purpose and mission on the
earth, which is briefly out lined in John 10:10,
“The thief does not come except to steal, and
to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they
may have life, and that they may have it more
abundantly.” This life begins as we come into
right relationship with Jesus Christ; that’s
when we are born again and filled with the
Holy Spirit. This is made clear when Jesus says
“if anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and
drink.” The outward flowing river of living water is the life of God flowing out of us as a result of us becoming united with Jesus.
I believe that this is a key area where many
people miss the mark, because they are seeking life without first developing right relationship with Jesus. Luke 12:31-32 says, “Seek the
Kingdom of God above all else, and he will
give you everything you need. So don’t be
afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father
great happiness to give you the Kingdom.”(NLT) To live this life of fullness not only
requires right relationship with Jesus Christ,

but also we must understand our position
as sons of God, and what that actually
means. “And because you are sons, God
has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your
hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son,
and if a son, then an heir of God through
Christ (Galatians 4:6,7). God has positioned
us to inherit His own life, for all that the Father has belong the son. “And he said to
him, ‘Son, you are always with me,

andALLthatIhave
is yours
(Luke 15:31).
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Once we are enlightened through the Word which
The Father has provided for us, we must go after it
and take possession of it by faith. The Bible makes
it very clear that “the just shall live by faith,” and
we are going to have to understand that we are
not going to have life any other way. It will be
God’s way or no way.
Living by faith is not difficult once we understand
the principles of faith. We live in a natural environment and we think that we have to do everything and that everything has to make sense so-to
-speak. That is not the way faith works. The Bible
says that faith is to Believe and Speak and it shall
be. “For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to
this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the
sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes
that those things he says will be done, he will have
whatever he says. Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you
receive them, and you will have them (Mark
11:23,24). Again look with me if you will at II Corinthians 4:13, “And since we have the same spirit
of faith, according to what is written, ‘I believed
and therefore I spoke,’ we also believe and therefore speak….” The effectiveness of your faith is not
determined by what makes sense or how you may
feel, but rather by what you believe and say.

Now that we have some enlightenment on the
principles of faith, you can understand why I said
living by faith is not difficult. You simply go to the
Word and see what God says about life in His
word, believe it and speak it and you shall have
whatever the Word says you can have. Here is a
wonderful example of what I am saying: “My son,
give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my
sayings.
Do not let them depart from your eyes; Keep them
in the midst of your heart
for they are life to those who find them and health
to all their flesh” (Proverb 4:20-22). This wonderful life that Jesus has purchased for us is available
to anyone who will receive it. There is a great
difference in just going to church or just going
through the motions and living the abundant that
Jesus is talking about. You must go after this and
learn to fight the good fight of faith because you
have an adversary who is betting against you. If
you will learn to stand your ground, you will always win. “No weapon formed against you shall
prosper and every tongue which rises against you
in judgment you shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord and their righteousness is from Me,” says the Lord (Isaiah 54:17).
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Jan Bright
Samkelisiwe Dennis traveled a great distance to come
to Harmony. Born in South Africa, she arrived in the
United States in 2008, at the age of twenty-five, to
work at Six Flags Great Adventure in Jackson, New Jersey. Sam recalls “It was just me in Jesus. I left everything and everybody I’ve ever known.” “Sam”, as we
know her, met Ryan Dennis who was stationed at the
Lakehurst naval base that same year. Smiling, Sam recalls, “He was really impressed with my accent.” The
two fell in love and were married in September 2009.
When Sam asked Ryan to find a church for them to
attend, he immediately thought of Harmony Ministries
because he had seen Pastor Owen Alston at the naval
base. Sam recalls her first impression of Harmony, “I
liked it a lot. The people were very friendly and welcoming. It felt very good to be here.” Seven years later, Sam admits, “Attending Harmony has changed everything in my life. It is exciting to see the Word come
alive. It has changed the way I speak, the way I think,
and the way I look at things. I realize I don’t need to
worry. I am in the world but not part of the world. I
don’t have to try to fit in. I don’t have to try to be like
everyone else.” Now she is happy to have a personal
relationship with Jesus “instead of being religious.”
Sam, along with Danielle Lloyd, is in charge of Harmony’s Purity Program where young people are taught to
value themselves and maintain their purity until marriage. When Pastor asked her to lead the Purity Program, Sam “was nervous at first. I had never done anything like this before. I went from being nervous to
letting God be in control and the volunteers make it
easier.” Sam is passionate about the Purity Program. “I
want the young people to do better and not repeat
mistakes already made. I want them to know it’s not
about them. Their bodies don’t belong to them. They
must commit to God and He will provide a spouse.
They must realize that they are different. They are sacred. They can be better and do better. My hope is
that this group will be good examples to their friends.
They can be seed sowers, not statistics.” Sam also
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serves on the Harmony Women’s Fellowship committee. She enjoys getting to know the other women in the church and learning from them. One of her
favorite Scriptures is Romans 12:2 NLT, “Don’t copy
the behavior and customs of this world, but let God
transform you into a new person by changing the
way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s
will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.”
When asked to give a testimony, Sam responded,
“My whole life has been a testimony. God has always shown Himself strong to me.” This was especially true when Sam’s mother died after a brief illness. “This was a difficult time for me in October
2006. I cried to God for comfort and He gave me
comfort, peace, and hope. I buried my mother and
the Lord assured me that she was all right. She had
fought the good fight of faith and she was alive with
Him. This experience made me grow fast. Before
she passed my mother had frequently told me to
travel abroad so I decided to honor her desire and
left South Africa in 2008.”
In her spare time, this busy mother of Phila,5, and
Ryan Jr.,2, enjoys cooking, baking, shopping, the
beach, and
listening to
the Word.
She especially loves
to pray and
intercede
for people
as the Holy
Spirit leads
her. As for
the future,
Sam sees
herself
“healthy,
fit, and fabulous for
Samkelisiwe Dennis
Jesus.” She
would like
to have her own business in construction or real estate and she would like to travel with her family and
do missionary work abroad.
Looking back at her new life in her new country,
Sam says, “I went through good and bad experiences, but God never left me. I didn’t always
acknowledge His presence, but He never gave up on
me. And because He never gave up on me, He got
my attention. Now I am His forever. Jesus Christ is
my life. “ This truth is readily apparent to anyone
who talks with this lovely young woman.
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By Brenda Benjamin

A

“ nd Peter answered them,
Repent (change your views
and purposes to accept the
will of God in your inner
selves instead of rejecting it)
and be baptized, everyone of
you in the Name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of
and release from your sins;
and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38
AMP-Classic).
According to the Word of
God, repentance is an opportunity for us to stay on
course with the will of God
for our lives. It enables us to
evaluate where we are at any
given time and change our
direction to line up with
God’s views and purposes.
He has given us the free gift
of the Holy Spirit to guide us
into all the truth (the whole,
full truth), (John 16:3).
This is the grace and mercy
of God not to leave us without a divine course of action
to take and the precious gifts
of forgiveness and repent-

ance to carry out His plan for
our lives.
There is much power in walking in a constant state of forgiveness and repentance. It has
opened up a whole new world
for me. A life which is dictated
by The Holy Spirit within becomes richer, sweeter, loving,
freer and more productive.
This is a new way of life for me,
because I was once very critical, judgmental, faultfinding,
selfish and self-centered. But,
thank God for Pastor’s teaching us this past year about the
freedom and joy in forgiving
and finding no fault in others
or ourselves. It has changed my
life and my relationships on
every level. It has caused me to
see people in an entirely different light, the light of the Blood
of Jesus and the guidance of
the Holy Spirit through the
Word of God. (Galatians 5:2526). Giving the Word of God
first place and making it the
final authority has allowed for
correction and adjustments so
that I can stay on course, be

quick to repent, receive forgiveness and be cleansed from
all unrighteousness when I miss
the mark. (1 John 1:9).
Forgiveness and repentance are
the protection, which keep the
devil from gaining access into
our lives, families, finances and
health. Ephesians 4:27 AMPClassic exhorts us “Leave no
(such) room or foothold for the
devil ( give no opportunity to
him).” He is always looking for a
way to gain access to “kill, steal
and destroy” in the lives of God’s
children. After suffering many
years from anxiety, suicidal depression and migraine headaches, it is glorious to be free
from that yoke of bondage, and I
am never going back. I will
“stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us
free and [I will] not be entangled
again with a yoke of bondage
”(Galatians 5:1).
I praise God for His love, mercy,
grace, kindness and longsuffering
11 bethat has given me and every
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*** PRAYER OF SALVATION ***
DO YOU KNOW…?
GOD LOVES YOU
JESUS DIED FOR YOUR SINS
YOU CAN RECEIVE JESUS NOW AND KNOW GOD’S LOVE
The basis of the Prayer of Salvation comes from Romans 10:9-10, “If you confess with your mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shall believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.”
However, I would like to direct you to Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by Grace are you saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God; Not of works, lest any man should boast.”
Grace is mentioned over 100 times in the Bible. Grace is God’s unmerited favor and because of God’s
grace, we receive eternal life and a promise of heaven. Grace is necessary for salvation as we cannot do
enough good works or make enough right choices to earn our salvation. The Bible teaches that we are
justified by the grace of God (Romans 3:24; Titus 3:7). Justified means declared not guilty. When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, all charges against us are dropped and we are free from sin. When
God forgives our sins, the record is wiped clean. It is as if we had never sinned.
A preacher once explained grace with this acronym:

God’s - Riches - At - Christ’s - Expense
PRAY THIS PRAYER OUT LOUD:
Heavenly Father, In Jesus’ name I repent of my sins and open my heart to let Jesus come inside of me. Jesus, You are my Lord and Savior. I believe you died for my sins and you were raised from the dead. Fill me
with your Holy Spirit. Thank you Father, for saving me in Jesus’ name. Amen.
If you’ve prayed this prayer of salvation with true conviction, you are now a follower of Jesus.
Welcome to the family of God! We encourage you now to find a local church where you can be baptized
and grow in the knowledge of God through His Word, the Bible.
By: Jacqueline Cuavers
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Write to Us
Send Letters and comments about any
article, include your name,
address, and email to:
Letters to the Editor
“The

Word Made Alive”
MAGAZINE

Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.
401 Chestnut Street
Lakehurst, NJ 08733

Selected letters may be edited
for length and clarity.
Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.
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From:

Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.
401 Chestnut Street
Lakehurst, NJ 08733
Phone: 732-657-9660
Fax: 732-657-4351
Email: harmonyoffice@hmusa.org

TO:

Weekly Service
Monday through Friday Early Morning Prayer & Devotion 6-7am
Saturday Morning Prayer & Devotion 8-9am
Wednesday Bible Class 10am
Thursday Evening Bible Class 7pm
Sunday Service 9am
Youth Ministry Department_
Youth Group 1st and 3rd Wednesday each month.
Purity Program meets 1st Saturday of each month at 1:30pm
Special Programs To Be Announced!

